
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
January 15, 2021 
 
Dear Walter P. Carter Elementary/Middle School Community, 
 
In November, I recommended to the Board of School Commissioners that Guilford Elementary/Middle School be closed 
at the end of the current school year in June 2021, and to return the school building (“surplus”) to the city of Baltimore in 
summer 2021. At its meeting Tuesday, January 12, the Board voted to approve this recommendation. 
 
This means that beginning in the 2021-22 school year, Guilford Elementary/Middle School students will join 
Walter P. Carter Elementary/Middle School students in the new 21st Century Walter P. Carter building to create 
one school community. The Walter P. Carter Elementary/Middle School zone will expand to include the Guilford 
Elementary/Middle School zone.  
 
This change has no impact on existing Walter P. Carter students’ enrollment. 
 
In the coming months, we will continue to work on creating a shared identity for the newly combined schools and 
working with you to make the transition as smooth as possible. Please watch for more information about the schedule of 
events. You can also contact the 21st Century Schools Office at 443-642-4600 or visit the website at 
https://baltimore21stcenturyschools.org to track future meetings. 
 
The Board of School Commissioners will issue a written report that documents its decision to close Guilford 
Elementary/Middle School and surplus the building. Members of the public can appeal the Board’s decision in writing to 
the Maryland State Board of Education within 30 days of that report being issued. We will inform you when the report is 
issued, at which time more information regarding the appeals process will also be shared.  
 
Additionally, I want to share a new recommendation regarding the school’s swing space location that may impact 
you. On Tuesday, January 12, I recommended to the Baltimore City Board of School Commissioners that they 
approve the surplus and return of the Winston Building back to the city of Baltimore in summer 2021. As you 
know, Walter P. Carter has been located in the Winston Building as swing space for the past 1.5 years while its new 
building is under construction. After Walter P. Carter moves into its renovated 21st Century building in January 2021, the 
Winston building will no longer be needed by the district for educational purposes.   
 
As a member of the Walter P. Carter school community, your feedback on this recommendation is critical. A virtual 
meeting will take place for your school community on Tuesday, January 26 beginning at 5:30 p.m., where you can 
learn more and get answers to your questions. Details on how to join the meeting are at the end of this letter, will be 
posted on your school page of the City Schools website and sent out by your school leader.   
 
In addition, the Board is holding a virtual public hearing at 8 p.m. on Tuesday, February 9 following the Board 
meeting for the public to give comments on this recommendation. Please check the Board calendar or BoardDocs on 
the City Schools website for call-in information to observe the virtual hearing which can be found here: 
https://www.baltimorecityschools.org/board-meetings. Details on how to submit testimony are at the end of this letter.  
 
The opportunity for oral testimony will be closed after completion of the February 9 public hearing.  
The Board will also accept written comment or data until 5:00 p.m. on Friday, March 5, 2021. Written comment must 
include full identification of the sender and should be directed to the Baltimore City Board of School Commissioners, 200 
E. North Ave., Room 406, Baltimore, Maryland 21202, or sent by email to portfoliorecommendations@bcps.k12.md.us.  
 
In support of the recommendation, the Baltimore City Board of School Commissioners (“Board”) has received a report on 
this recommendation which outlines the recommendation and the factors the Board must consider in this process. The 


