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Baltimore City Public Schools (City Schools) is committed to ensuring that students at all grade 
levels and in all areas of the city have access to the programs, opportunities, and supports they need 
to advance toward high school graduation and success in college and career. Each year, City Schools 
conducts a review of its school portfolio to ensure that a range of school options exists in every area 
of the city and that all schools are doing the best job possible of positioning students to succeed. 
This annual review includes consideration of academic performance, the renewal process for charter 
and operator-run schools, and ongoing evaluation of school buildings to guide renovation and 
replacement under the 21st Century School Buildings Plan. 
 
In November 2017, following the annual school portfolio review conducted in summer and fall 
2017, the district recommended closing six low-performing or under-utilized schools at the end of 
the 2017-18 school year. (One of these recommendations, to close William Pinderhughes 
Elementary/Middle School, was subsequently deferred to allow time for the district and 
stakeholders to develop plans for one school in the Sandtown neighborhood to serve both the 
Pinderhughes and Gilmor Elementary School communities.) In addition, the district recommended 
that four school buildings be “surplused” out of the district’s buildings portfolio and returned to the 
City of Baltimore, and that two school programs be relocated. 
 
In compliance with the Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR), the decision to close or relocate 
schools and to dispose of school buildings requires time and community input. Community 
engagement is a pillar of City Schools’ work, and the district therefore urged the public to provide 
input to inform the decision-making process and to help make sure necessary steps were being taken 
to meet the needs of students, families, and school communities. 
 
The following report presents the details of the recommended school closures, building surplusing, 
and school relocations; the public engagement process; and the Baltimore City Board of School 
Commissioners’ (the Board’s) decisions regarding the recommendations. 
 

Summary of the Recommendations 
 

 Close Coldstream Park Elementary/Middle School effective summer 2018; students in the 
elementary grades will be zoned to nearby Abbottston Elementary School, while students in the 
middle grades can attend Stadium School, which will relocate to the Coldstream Park building, 
or participate in a school choice process to identify a new school for the coming school year. 

 Close Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson Elementary/Middle School effective summer 2018 and 
surplus the building the City of Baltimore in 2020, when it is no longer required for educational 
use; students from pre-k to grade 2 will be zoned to Arundel Elementary School, an early 
learning center opening in a new building for the 2018-19 school year, while students from 
grades 3 to 8 can attend the newly renovated Cherry Hill Elementary/Middle School. 

 Close Friendship Academy of Engineering and Technology effective summer 2018; non-
graduating students can participate in a school choice process to identify a new school for the 
coming school year. 

 Close Knowledge and Success Academy effective summer 2018; non-graduating students can 
participate in a school choice process to identify a new school for the coming school year. 
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 Close Rognel Heights Elementary/Middle School effective summer 2018 and surplus its 
building to the City of Baltimore in summer 2018; students will be zoned to the newly renovated 
Lyndhurst Elementary/Middle School. 

 Close William Pinderhughes Elementary/Middle School. Note: Prior to the Board vote, this 
recommendation was deferred to allow time for the district and stakeholders to develop plans 
for one school to serve both the Pinderhughes and Gilmor Elementary School communities. 

 Surplus the Patapsco building to the City of Baltimore in summer 2018, as it will no longer 
house a school program and is not required for educational use. 

 Surplus the Westside building to the City of Baltimore in summer 2018, as it will no longer 
house a school program and is not required for educational use. 

 Relocate Bluford Drew Jemison STEM Academy West in summer 2018 from the Walbrook 
building to the Harlem Park building, to co-locate with Augusta Fells Savage Institute for Visual 
Arts, increasing utilization of the Harlem Park building and enabling the Walbrook building to 
be occupied by a school of a more appropriate size. 

 Relocate Stadium School in summer 2018 from the Abbottston building to the Coldstream Park 
building, giving space to both Stadium School and Abbottston Elementary School to increase 
enrollment. 

 

Public Engagement 
 
Beginning at a public meeting on November 14, 2017, when the Board received the district’s 
recommendations on school closures, building surplusing, and school relocations, the district 
encouraged the public to provide input to inform decision making and to help make sure City 
Schools continues to take the necessary steps to meet the needs of its students, families, and school 
communities. 
 

Taking the Recommendations to the Community 
 
City Schools held school-based meetings at each of the schools recommended for closure or 
relocation; with respect to the surplusing of buildings that do not currently house school programs, 
community meetings were held at nearby locations. These individual meetings, held between 
November 16 and 27, 2017, were designed to allow families, staff, and community members to 
provide feedback and ask questions of district staff regarding the closure or relocation 
recommendation for their school or the surplusing of school buildings. 
 
A special Board session to hear public feedback was held on November 28, 2017, and a formal, 
state-mandated public hearing on the recommendations was held on December 12, 2017. Both 
meetings were held at City Schools’ district office (200 E. North Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21202); 
both were broadcast on the district’s cable television station (Education Channel 77, available 
through the Comcast cable service in Baltimore City) and streamed live on the Internet. 
 
Prior to the community meetings at each school, City Schools released a report with its 
recommendations. Copies were provided to members of the Board and uploaded to the City 
Schools website and the websites of affected schools. The Mayor of Baltimore, along with city and 
state elected officials representing the districts of each affected school, were contacted about the 
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recommendations and received a copy of the written report to review. A printed copy of the report 
was provided to affected schools to be available for review by the public. Copies of the report were 
available upon request from the Board Office and the district’s Engagement Department.  
 
In addition to the community meetings and the public hearings, school-based steering committees 
were created at each school proposed for closure or relocation. Each of the steering committees met 
one or two times, as decided by the committee, and was charged with providing written comments 
to City Schools’ Chief Executive Officer (CEO) and staff regarding the proposed closure or 
relocation of the steering committee’s school. Members of the steering committees will continue to 
be engaged in the schools’ transitions in the coming months. 
 
The Board also accepted written comment or data on the proposed closures, surplusing, and 
relocations until 5:00 p.m. on Friday, December 15, 2017. Stakeholders were advised to send their 
comments to the Board via postal or electronic mail. 
 

Notice 
 
To inform the community about the portfolio review process and to encourage feedback on its 
recommendations, City Schools employed a variety of communication methods. As noted above, 
the report with initial recommendations that was presented to the Board at its meeting on 
November 14, 2017, was also posted on City Schools’ website and individual school websites, with a 
link to the document provided on homepages. The Board meeting itself was televised (on Education 
Channel 77) and streamed online. 
 
Formal notice providing detailed information about the November 28 special Board session and 
December 12 public hearing was advertised in the November 15, 2017, editions of two local 
newspapers, The Baltimore Sun and The Daily Record. The notice also included information about 
submitting written comment. 
 
Copies of the formal notice and letters notifying families of the proposed school closures, 
relocations, or surplusing, along with information about school-based meetings and opportunity to 
provide written feedback, were sent home with students more than two weeks prior to the 
December 12 public hearing. The notice was also available in the written recommendations report, 
which was made available online and at affected schools, as noted above. Finally, automated 
telephone calls were made to families at all schools included in the recommendations to notify them 
of the special session and public hearing; email messages were sent to families for whom City 
Schools had working email addresses; information was provided via recorded message on the 
district’s automated telephone directory system; and notice was shared with steering committee 
members. 
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Recommendations Regarding Closures, Building Surplusing, and Relocations 
 
Following are recommendations presented to the Board at its public meeting on November 14, 
2017, as part of the annual school portfolio review.  
 

School Recommendation 

Coldstream Park Elementary/Middle School Close in summer 2018 

Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson 
Elementary/Middle School 

Close in summer 2018; surplus building to the 
City of Baltimore in summer 2020 

Friendship Academy of Engineering and 
Technology 

Close in summer 2018 

Knowledge and Success Academy Close in summer 2018 

Rognel Heights Elementary/Middle School Close in summer 2018; surplus building to the 
City of Baltimore in summer 2018 

William Pinderhughes Elementary/Middle 
School 

Close in summer 2018 (recommendation 
subsequently deferred, prior to Board vote) 

Patapsco building Surplus to the City of Baltimore in summer 
2018 

Westside building Surplus to the City of Baltimore in summer 
2018 

Bluford Drew Jemison STEM Academy West Relocate to the Harlem Park building in 
summer 2018 

Stadium School Relocate to the Coldstream Park building in 
summer 2018 

 
 

Board Vote 
 
On December 19, 2017, beginning at 6:00 p.m., the Board held a special public meeting at which it 
voted on the portfolio review recommendations. In accordance with standard procedures, this 
meeting was televised on Education Channel 77 and was streamed online in real time. 
 

Code of Maryland Regulations 
 
As required by COMAR, the Board considered these factors when voting on whether the 
recommended schools should be closed, the recommended buildings should be surplused to the 
city, and the recommended schools should be relocated: 
 

 Student enrollment trends 

 Age or condition of school buildings 

 Transportation 

 Educational programs 

 Racial composition of student body 
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 Financial considerations 

 Student relocation 

 Impact on community in geographic attendance area for school proposed to be closed and 
school or schools to which students would relocate 

 

The Vote 
 
All of the Board’s nine voting members were in attendance at the December 19, 2017, meeting. The 
Board voted on the recommendations as follows. 
 

School Recommendation Board Action Vote 

Coldstream Park 
Elementary/Middle School 

Close in summer 2018 Adopted 9 in favor; none 
opposed 

Dr. Carter Godwin 
Woodson 
Elementary/Middle School 

Close in summer 2018; 
surplus building to the City 
of Baltimore in summer 
2020 

Adopted 9 in favor; none 
opposed 

Friendship Academy of 
Engineering and Technology 

Close in summer 2018 Adopted 9 in favor; none 
opposed 

Knowledge and Success 
Academy 

Close in summer 2018 Adopted 9 in favor; none 
opposed 

Rognel Heights 
Elementary/Middle School 

Close in summer 2018; 
surplus building to the City 
of Baltimore in summer 
2018 

Adopted 9 in favor; none 
opposed 

Patapsco building Surplus to the City of 
Baltimore in summer 2018 

Adopted 9 in favor; none 
opposed 

Westside building Surplus to the City of 
Baltimore in summer 2018 

Adopted 9 in favor; none 
opposed 

Bluford Drew Jemison 
STEM Academy West 

Relocate to the Harlem Park 
building in summer 2018 

Adopted 8 in favor; 1 
opposed 

Stadium School Relocate to the Coldstream 
Park building in summer 
2018 

Adopted 9 in favor; none 
opposed 

 
 
Specific details regarding the recommendations, the Board’s decisions, and supporting rationale 
follow. 
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CLOSURES (with surplusing where applicable) 

Coldstream Park Elementary/Middle School #31 
 1400 Exeter Hall Ave. 
 Baltimore, MD 21218 

 

Summary 

 Coldstream Park Elementary/Middle School is a small school located in northeast Baltimore with a 
program serving students from pre-kindergarten (pre-k) to grade 8. 

 The school has low academic performance and student attendance has been below the district average for 
several years. 

 The school has had low enrollment for a number of years despite having space to grow in its current 
facility. Due to its low enrollment, the school has required supplemental funding to sustain programming. 

School Data 

Values on PARCC (Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers) tests represent the 
percentage of students meeting or exceeding expectations (score of 4 or 5). Mean scale scores are displayed in 
aggregate for each available year. These results are based on all students who tested and received a valid scale 
score. 
 

PARCC Results 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 

 School District School District School District  

Math (3–5) 5.9 12.8 2.8 15.1 1.6 15.6 

Math (3–5), mean scale score 705.7 715.7 693.6 715.2 693.0 715.9 

Reading (3–5)  8.8 15.2 0.0 12.7 1.6 14.2 

Reading (3–5), mean scale score 709.4 716.5 695.3 711.5 688.6 712.4 

Math (6–8) 1.1 7.8 1.0 8.2 1.3 8.6 

Math (6–8), mean scale score 699.7 709.5 695.5 708.0 697.5 707.5 

Reading (6–8) 5.3 16.1 6.2 14.8 3.9 16.2 

Reading (6–8), mean scale score 704.2 716.5 699.6 715.2 703.3 715.9 

 

School Climate 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 

Student attendance rate (%) 88.0% 89.5% 87.4% 
School climate (as indicated by % positive 
student responses on annual school survey) 

54.1% 58.2% 72.5% 

*Attendance rates are calculated by dividing the total number of days of attendance by the total number of days enrolled during the entire 
school year using the official Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) end-of-year attendance file. 
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Enrollment 

History 

2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 

Grade      
Pre-k 29 42 36 24 29 

K 48 38 42 31 18 

1 49 53 37 34 28 

2 38 45 38 19 23 

3 40 35 37 30 19 

4 39 43 32 26 29 

5 50 45 30        21 28 

6 49 38 36 25 26 

7 39 46 32 32 31 

8 34 36 38 30 35 

Total 415 421 358 272 266 

Total enrollment counts reflect the MSDE official enrollment file, which includes students enrolled on September 30 each year. This file is 

verified by MSDE prior to becoming the official enrollment count for the year.  

 

Recommendations 

 Close the Coldstream Park Elementary/Middle School program in summer 2018. 

 Rezone Coldstream Park elementary students to Abbottston Elementary School and expand the 
Abbottston zone. 

 Relocate Stadium School, which serves students in grades 6 to 8, to the Coldstream Park building. 

 Stadium School will be the designated school for middle grades students living in the expanded 
Abbottston zone; students will also have the opportunity to participate in a school choice process to 
select a different middle grades option. 

 
Opportunities  

 Provide Coldstream Park Elementary/Middle School students with access to stronger school options in 
the same area of the city. 

 Improve ability of the remaining programs to provide rich and varied educational offerings to all 
students. 

 

Reasons for Closure 

 The CEO recommended closing Coldstream Park Elementary/Middle School due to low academic 

achievement, attendance, and enrollment.  

 

Board Action 
On December 19, 2017, the Board voted in favor of the CEO’s recommendation to close Coldstream Park 
Elementary/Middle School as of summer 2018. The Board’s decision gave consideration to the impact of the 
closing on the following factors:  

 Student enrollment trends 

 Age or condition of school buildings 

 Transportation 

 Educational programs 

 Racial composition of student body 
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 Financial considerations 

 Student relocation 

 Impact on community in geographic attendance area for school proposed to be closed and school or 
schools to which students would relocate 

 

Educational Programs Affected  

 Of the 45 staff positions at Coldstream Park Elementary/Middle School, 31 are for delivery of 
instruction. 

 There are 78 students with disabilities at the school; 13 students receive 80% or more of their education 
inside the general education classroom, 9 students receive 40-79% of their education inside the general 
education classroom, and 46 students receive less than 40% of their education inside the general 
education classroom.* 

 Coldstream Park Elementary/Middle School offers the Program for Autistic Learners (PAL), currently 
serving 28 students.** 

 Coldstream Park Elementary/Middle School currently houses 2 pre-k classrooms and 1 preschool special 
education classroom. 

*Sources: 2017 Official Child Count as of October 1, 2017. 
** Citywide program data Infinite Campus extract as of September 29, 2017. 

 
Instruction 

 As at schools across the district, teachers are implementing curriculum aligned to the Maryland College 
and Career-Ready Standards, and have the opportunity to attend district-provided professional 
development sessions, including systemic professional development and mathematics and literacy 
representatives’ meetings. Leadership teams participate in monthly cycle of professional Learning 
activities. 

 The Career and Technology Education (CTE) program Gateway to Technology is offered. 

 

Extracurricular Activities/Student Supports 

 Students can participate in boys/girls basketball, dance, and Playworks, and Spanish (in 4th and 5th 
grades). 

 

Student Relocation 

 Under the CEO’s recommendation to close Coldstream Park Elementary/Middle School, elementary 
students will be zoned to Abbottston Elementary School.  

 Students currently enrolled in the Coldstream middle grades program will be enrolled at the Stadium 
School in its new location in the Coldstream Park building unless parents and families choose to 
participate in the middle school choice process.  Families who choose to participate can choose from a 
range of other school options with available seats, including transformation schools, charter schools, and 
citywide middle schools. 
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Racial Composition 

 The racial and ethnic compositions of Abbottston Elementary School, Coldstream Park 
Elementary/Middle School, and the Stadium School are similar. Abbottston has a slightly higher 
percentage of white and of Latino/a students.  

 

School Year 2016-17  %  
African 

American 

% 
White 

%  
Latino/a 

% 
Asian/ 
Pacific 

Islander 

% 
American 

Indian 

Abbottston Elementary School 89.8% 3.0% 6.0% 0.0% 0.4% 

Coldstream Park Elementary/Middle School  95.2% 0.7% 3.7% 0.0% 0.0% 

Stadium School   97.6% 0.8% 1.6% 0.0% 0.0% 

 

 

Student Transportation Considerations 

 City Schools provides yellow bus service for elementary students who live more than 1 mile from their 
zoned neighborhood school.   

 City Schools provides transportation assistance for secondary students who live more than 1.5 miles from 
their school. Transportation assistance for secondary students is in the form of Maryland Transit 
Administration (MTA) passes. 

 Middle-grade students affected by the closure will be provided MTA passes to the various schools they 
attend, if those schools are 1.5 miles or more from their homes. 

 Other transportation alternatives are provided to students with disabilities when specified in 
Individualized Education Programs, and in other circumstances. 
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Distribution of Coldstream Park Elementary/Middle School Students 
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Facility Data 

Type: Traditional elementary/middle school State-rated capacity: 469 
Grades served: Pre-k to 8 Building utilization rate: 58% 
Address: 1400 Exeter Hall Avenue, 21218 Facility Condition Index*: 65.9% 
Planning area: Northeast Educational Adequacy Score*: 59.1 
Date constructed: 1971   
Site size: 11.85 acres   
Building area: 82,600 sq. ft.   

 
* These two measures are reported in the 2012 State of School Facilities report commissioned from Jacobs Project Management. The 
Facility Condition Index is an indicator of the building’s condition derived by comparing the cost of renovating the existing building and the 
cost of constructing a new building of the same size; generally, a figure higher than 75% suggests new construction should be considered. An 
Educational Adequacy Score below 80 indicates that a building does not meet the standard for supporting excellent teaching and learning. 

 

 
Financial Considerations 
 Coldstream Park Elementary/Middle School’s budget for the 2017-18 fiscal year is approximately $1.95 

million in grants and general fund dollars. Dollars linked to schools through the fair student funding 
model will follow students to the schools they attend in the 2018-19 school year. 

 

Community Feedback and Input, and District Response  

 Coldstream Park community members asked what would happen to the citywide special education 
programs at the school. The district’s Special Education Department reviews and evaluates placement of 
these programs to ensure they meet students’ needs. For students in these programs, this review process 
will be followed by meetings with families to communicate decisions and talk through placement options 
according to each student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP).  While the elementary PAL 
classrooms will likely go to Abbottston Elementary School and the middle grades PAL classroom will 
likely go to the Stadium School, the locations for these programs (as well as for the specialized early 
learning program) are still under review and could change based on overall student needs and space in the 
area. 

 Coldstream Park community members asked what the process would be for enrolling students at 
Abbottston or Stadium. Staff shared that students would be enrolled automatically at Abbottston or 
Stadium (based on grade level) unless parents make another choice. Families who want their children to 
attend Abbottston or Stadium will not need to go to the school to register. District and school-based 
staff will ensure that student records move to each student’s new school. If families of students in 
elementary grades wish for their children to attend a school other than Abbottston, they will need to 
complete the transfer process. For middle school students, a middle school choice process is available to 
select a different school. 

 Coldstream Park community members expressed concern that their school was being closed due to small 
size, but sending their students to another school nearby would result in larger class sizes or overcrowded 
schools. Staff shared that Coldstream Park is unsustainably small. To be sustainable, a school needs 
multiple classes at each grade level, which results in a larger budget and enables flexible resource 
allocation. With this flexibility, larger schools generally have more ability to offer smaller class sizes. 
Decisions about resource allocation and class sizes are made at the school level as part of the annual 
budgeting process. Further, staff currently projects that enrollment at Abbottston and Stadium will be 
such that neither school will be overcrowded with the closure of Coldstream Park.  
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Summary of the Board’s Final Decision 

 Based on the factors set forth herein, consideration of the CEO’s recommendations, written and oral 
testimony of stakeholders, the portfolio review and school closure recommendation report, and various 
other documents, reports, and comments, Coldstream Park Elementary/Middle School will close 
effective summer 2018.  

 

 

Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson Elementary/Middle School #160 
 2501 Seabury Road 
 Baltimore, MD 21225 

  

Summary 

 Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson Elementary/Middle School is one of three elementary/middle grade 
programs located in the Cherry Hill area of southwest Baltimore. 

 In the 2013-14 school year, staff recommended the closure of one of the programs and the 
reconfiguration of the remaining programs to one early learning center for students in pre-kindergarten 
through grade 2, and one program for students in grades 3 to 8. In 2016-17, the Board approved the 
reconfiguration of Arundel Elementary/Middle School to serve students in pre-kindergarten through 
grade 2 and Cherry Hill Elementary/Middle School to serve students in grades 3 to 8 to be effective 
upon completion of construction at both buildings under the 21st Century School Buildings Plan. 

 Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson Elementary/Middle School was recommended to close. The student 
population will merge with either Arundel or Cherry Hill based on grade; each merged school community 
will move into its new or newly renovated or replacement building in 2018-19. 

 

School Data  
 
Values on PARCC tests represent the percentage of students meeting or exceeding expectations (score of 4 or 
5). Mean scale scores are displayed in aggregate for each available year. These results are based on all students 
who tested and received a valid scale score. 
 

PARCC Results 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 

 School District School District School District  
Reading (3-5) 9.0 15.2 1.0 12.7 5.5 14.2 
Reading (3-5), mean scale score 702.1 716.5 696.0 711.5 690.4 712.4 

Math (3–5) 3.4 12.8 3.0 15.1 3.9 15.6 

Math (3–5), mean scale score 699.8 715.7 692.4 715.2 698.3 715.9 

ELA (6-8) 2.7 16.1 1.3 14.8 3.4 16.2 
ELA (6-8), mean scale score 693.1 716.5 696.1 715.2 702.7 715.9 
Math (6-8) 0 7.8 0.0 8.2 1.3 8.6 
Math (6–8), mean scale score 699.5 709.5 699.4 708.8 699.8 707.5 
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School Climate 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 

Student attendance rate (%)* 89.6% 89.9% 90.0% 
School climate (as indicated by % positive 
student responses on annual school survey) 

50.7% 52.5% 61.3% 

*Attendance rates are calculated by dividing the total number of days of attendance by the total number of days enrolled during the entire 
school year using the official Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) end-of-year attendance file. 

 

 

 

Total enrollment counts reflect the MSDE official enrollment file, which includes students enrolled on September 30 each year. This file is 

verified by MSDE prior to becoming the official enrollment count for the year.  

 

Recommendations 

 Close the Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson Elementary/Middle School program in summer 2018. 

 Zone students to either Arundel Elementary School (pre-kindergarten to grade 2) or Cherry Hill 
Elementary/Middle School (grades 3 to 8) based on grade level. 

 Surplus the Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson building to the City of Baltimore in summer 2020. 

 
Opportunities  

 Closing Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson Elementary/Middle School will improve students’ opportunities 
for success by enabling them to attend new or newly renovated 21st-century schools with sufficient 
enrollment to support robust academic programming.  

 

Reasons for Closure 

 The CEO recommended closing Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson Elementary/Middle School due to the 
excess elementary seats in Cherry Hill and the opportunity for students to attend new or newly renovated 
schools with sufficient space and enrollment to provide robust academic programming. 

 

Board Action 
On December 19, 2017, the Board voted in favor of the CEO’s recommendation to close Dr. Carter Godwin 
Woodson Elementary/Middle School as of summer 2018. The Board’s decision gave consideration to the 
impact of the closing and surplus on the following factors:  

Enrollment 

History 

2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 

Grade      

Pre-k 30 31 35 33 43 

K 46 39 43 40 39 

1 46 49 35 47 43 

2 38 42 57 37 35 

3 39 37 43 57 37 

4 40 29 28 42 51 

5 40 42 25 32 29 

6 33 36 34 31 33 

7 37 34 29 28 24 

8 35 30 24 25 27 

Total 384 369 353 372 361 
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 Student enrollment trends 

 Age or condition of school buildings 

 Transportation 

 Educational programs 

 Racial composition of student body 

 Financial considerations 

 Student relocation 

 Impact on community in geographic attendance area for school proposed to be closed and school or 
schools to which students would relocate 

 

Educational Programs Affected  

 Of the 33.7 staff positions at Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson Elementary/Middle School, 25 are for 
delivery of instruction. 

 There are 58 students with disabilities at the school; 35 students receive 80% or more of their education 
inside the general education classroom, 1 student receives 40-79% of her/his education inside the general 
education classroom, and 16 students receive less than 40% of their education inside the general 
education classroom. (The remaining 6 students are included in the school’s enrollment but receive their 
services outside the noted designations.)* 

 Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson Elementary/Middle School currently houses 2 pre-k classrooms. 
*Sources: 2017 Official Child Count as of October 1, 2017. 

 
Instruction 

 As at schools across the district, teachers are implementing curriculum aligned to the Maryland College 
and Career-Ready Standards, and have the opportunity to attend district-provided professional 
development sessions, including systemic professional development and mathematics and literacy 
representatives’ meetings. Leadership teams participate in monthly cycle of professional learning 
activities. 

 

Extracurricular Activities/Student Supports 

 Students can participate in art club, Cherry Hill basketball league, chess team, dance/step team, divas girl 
group, French club, Girl Scouts, Higher Achievement after-school program, Legos, New Fit Kids(double 
dutch and kickball), Playworks soccer team, and recycling club. 

 

Student Relocation 

 Under the CEO’s recommendation to close Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson Elementary/Middle School, 
the Arundel Elementary School (for pre-k to grade 2) and Cherry Hill Elementary/Middle School (for 
grades 3 to 8) zones will be expanded to include the former Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson zone. Dr. 
Carter Godwin Woodson students can also choose to apply to charter or other schools and, for middle 
school students, other schools through the middle school choice process.  
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Racial Composition 

 The racial and ethnic compositions of Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson, Cherry Hill, and Arundel schools 
are similar.  

 

2016-17 School Year %  
African  

American 

% 
White 

% 
Latino/a 

% 
Asian/ 
Pacific 

Islander 

% 
America
n Indian 

Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson Elementary/Middle School 94.9% 0.6% 4.1% 0.0% 0.2% 

Cherry Hill Elementary/Middle School 94.9% 0.6% 4.1% 0.0% 0.2% 

Arundel Elementary/Middle School 98.1% 0.3% 1.3% 0.0% 0.0% 

 

 

Student Transportation Considerations 

 City Schools provides yellow bus service for elementary students who live more than 1 mile from their 
neighborhood school.   

 City Schools provides transportation assistance for secondary students who live more than 1.5 miles from 
their school. Transportation assistance for secondary students is in the form of Maryland Transit 
Administration (MTA) passes. 

 Middle-grade students affected by the closure of Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson Elementary/Middle 
School will be provided MTA passes to the various schools they attend, if those schools are 1.5 miles or 
more from their homes. 

 Other transportation alternatives are provided to students with disabilities when specified in 
Individualized Education Programs, and in other circumstances. 
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Distribution of Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson Elementary/Middle School Students 
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Facility Data 

Type: Traditional elementary/middle school State-rated capacity: 377 
Grades served: Pre-k to 8 Building utilization rate: 99% 
Address: 2501 Seabury Road, 21225 Facility Condition Index*: 75.8% 
Planning area: South Educational Adequacy Score*: 60.8 
Date constructed: 1951   
Site size: 5.5 acres   
Building area: 110,732 sq. ft.   

 
* These two measures are reported in the 2012 State of School Facilities report commissioned from Jacobs Project Management. The 
Facility Condition Index is an indicator of the building’s condition derived by comparing the cost of renovating the existing building and the 
cost of constructing a new building of the same size; generally, a figure higher than 75% suggests new construction should be considered. An 
Educational Adequacy Score below 80 indicates that a building does not meet the standard for supporting excellent teaching and learning. 

 

Financial Considerations 
 Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson Elementary/Middle School’s budget for the 2017-18 fiscal year is 

approximately $2.58 million in grants and general fund dollars. Dollars linked to schools through the fair 

student funding model will follow students to the schools they attend in the 2018-19 school year. 

Community Feedback and Input, and District Response  

 Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson community members expressed concern about how students would 
experience the transition as students from multiple schools come together. Staff shared that staff 
members from the 21st Century School Buildings department and the Academics Office have been 
working with principals and school leadership teams to develop transition plans. Some activities have 
already begun while others are being planned. Activities include tours of the new Arundel and Cherry Hill 
buildings, focus groups with older students, mixers, and meet-and-greet opportunities. 

 Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson community members expressed concern about how students with 
disabilities would be affected. Staff responded that every student with an Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) will continue to receive instructional and related services as identified in the IEP. Further, 
in the new schools there will be a “Partners” program for students with higher needs to support them in 
the classroom.  

 

Summary of the Board’s Final Decision 

 Based on the factors set forth herein, consideration of the CEO’s recommendations, written and oral 
testimony of stakeholders, the portfolio review and school closure recommendation report, and various 
other documents, reports, and comments, Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson Elementary/Middle School will 
close effective summer 2018. The Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson building will be surplused in 2020. 
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Friendship Academy of Engineering and Technology #339 
(Professional Development building) 

 2500 E. Northern Parkway  
 Baltimore, MD 21214 

 

Summary 

 Friendship Academy of Engineering and Technology is a middle/high school serving grades 6 to 12. 

 Friendship Academy of Engineering and Technology is located in the Professional Development 
building, co-located with NACA Freedom and Democracy Academy II and with City Schools’ 
professional development center. 

 The school’s academic performance has been below the district average for several years. Additionally, 
enrollment and attendance have declined over time and the climate has not supported strong teaching 
and learning.  

 The school has not been able to provide a strong focus on engineering and technology for students.  
 

School Data  
Values on PARCC tests represent the percentage of students meeting or exceeding expectations (score of 4 or 
5). Mean scale scores are displayed in aggregate for each available year. These results are based on all students 
who tested and received a valid scale score. 
 

* PARCC Algebra I district scores include 8th-grade test-takers as well as students in high school grades (9–12). 
Note: For high school grades, assessment requirements for graduation can differ, with students being required to pass either Maryland High 
School Assessments (HSAs) or PARCC depending on their date of entry to high school and dates of relevant course completion. 

  

PARCC Results 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 

 School District School District School District 
ELA (6-8) 6.9 16.1 7.5 17.6 7.2 17 
ELA (6-8) mean 
scale score 

701.6 716.5 707.1 707 708.1 704.7 

Math (6-8) 3.6 7.8 6.3 20.4 1.8 24.3 
Math (6-8) mean 
scale score 

700.00 709.5 699.3 716.9 696.7 717.2 

ELA 10 1.7 28.2 10 17.6 4.4 17 
ELA 10 mean scale 
score 

693.4 725.7 705.0 707 690.7 704.7 

ELA 11 N/A N/A 2.3 20.4 14.9 24.3 
ELA 11 mean scale 
score 

N/A N/A 717.1 716.9 707.5 717.2 

Algebra I* 0.0 9.8 4.3 14.3 4.9 11.4 
Algebra I, mean 
scale score* 

700.2 714.1 701.1 714.7 702.5 712.7 

Algebra II 0.0 6.2 0.0 5.6 0.0 7.3 
Algebra II, mean 
scale score 

685.1 696.2 687.2 691.5 684.4 693.2 
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Graduation Rate 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 

4-year cohort graduation rate 54.4% 43.1% 42.5% 64.5% Available 

Jan. 2018 

 

School Climate 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 

Student attendance rate (%) 83.4% 81.7% 71.7% 
School climate (as indicated by % positive 
student responses on annual school survey) 

60.3% 59.3% 47.9% 

Attendance rates are calculated by dividing the total number of days of attendance by the total number of days enrolled during the entire school 
year using the official Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) end-of-year attendance file. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Total enrollment counts reflect the MSDE official enrollment file, which includes students enrolled on September 30 each year. This file is 

verified by MSDE prior to becoming the official enrollment count for the year.  

 
 

Recommendations 

 Close the Friendship Academy of Engineering and Technology program in summer 2018.  

 

Opportunities  

 Improve students’ chances for success by enabling them to choose from other higher performing schools 
for the 2018-19 school year.  

 

Reasons for Closure 

 The CEO recommended closing Friendship Academy of Engineering and Technology due to declining 
enrollment, climate issues, and poor academic achievement. 

 The district has excess seats in the area at both middle and high school levels.  

 

  

Enrollment 

History 
2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 

Grade      

6 56 71 30 37 19 

7 71 49 59 37 36 

8 73 82 46 60 27 

9 89 96 115 109 90 

10 78 59 68 72 40 

11 98 74 67 86 47 

12 70 87 92 63 47 

Total 535 518 477 452 306 
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Board Action 
On December 19, 2017, the Board voted in favor of the CEO’s recommendation to close Friendship 
Academy of Engineering and Technology as of summer 2018. The Board’s decision gave consideration to the 
impact of the closing on the following factors:  

 Student enrollment trends 

 Age or condition of school buildings 

 Transportation 

 Educational programs 

 Racial composition of student body 

 Financial considerations 

 Student relocation 

 Impact on community in geographic attendance area for school proposed to be closed and school or 
schools to which students would relocate 

 

 

Educational Programs Affected  

 Of the 57.7 staff positions at Friendship Academy of Engineering and Technology, 38 are for delivery of 
instruction. 

 There are 88 students with disabilities at the school; 48 students receive 80% or more of their education 
inside the general education classroom, 24 students receive 40-79% of their education inside the general 
education classroom, and 16 students receive less than 40% of their education inside the general 
education classroom.* 

 Nineteen students participate in PRIDE, a citywide special education program for students with 
emotional disability.** 

*Sources: 2017 Official Child Count as of October 1, 2017. 
** Citywide program data Infinite Campus extract as of September 29, 2017. 

 

Instruction 

 As at schools across the district, teachers are implementing curriculum aligned to the Maryland College 
and Career-Ready Standards, and have the opportunity to attend district-provided professional 
development sessions, including systemic professional development and mathematics and literacy 
representatives’ meetings. Leadership teams participate in monthly cycle of professional learning 
activities. 

 Career and Technology Education programs are available in Interactive Media Production, Business 
Management, Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness – GIS, Pre-Engineering (Project Lead 
the Way), Career Research and Development, and Gateway to Technology.  

 

Extracurricular Activities/Student Supports 

 Supports for students include coach class, New Visions, and restorative practices.  

 Students can participate in student government, volleyball, football, robotics, peer mentoring, chess club, 
and fashion committee.  

 

Student Relocation 

 Under the CEO’s recommendation to close Friendship Academy of Engineering and Technology, 
students will have a range of school options with available seats to choose from, including transformation 
schools, charter schools, and middle or high schools that offer a range of academic and career 
preparation programs, through the middle and high school choice process. Entrance criteria will be 
applied for students interested in transferring to schools with eligibility restrictions.   
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Receiving School Options  Min. 
Available 

Seats* 

Middle school grades  

Academy for College and Career Exploration (ACCE) 40 

National Academy Foundation 40 

Stadium School 40 

Vanguard Collegiate Middle School 40 

High school grades  

Academy for College and Career Exploration (ACCE)  60 

Digital Harbor High School 60 

National Academy Foundation 60 

The Reach! Partnership School 60 

* Only schools with 10 or more available seats are listed. All seat counts are estimates. 

 

Racial Composition 

The racial and ethnic compositions of students at Friendship Academy of Engineering and Technology are 
similar to the potential receiving schools with the largest group of students being African American. Some of 
the potential receiving schools have higher populations of Latino/a students than Friendship Academy for 
Engineering and Technology.  

 

2016-17 School Year %  
African 

American 

% 
White 

%  
Latino/a 

% 
Asian/ 
Pacific 

Islander 

% 
American 

Indian 

Friendship Academy of Engineering and 
Technology 

96.9% 1.5% 1.5% 0.0% 0.0% 

Academy for College and Career Exploration 93.5% 2.0% 4.3% 0.0% 0.2% 

Digital Harbor High School 72.4% 8.1% 17.3% 1.6% 0.2% 

National Academy Foundation 86.1% 1.8% 11.0% 0.6% 0.4% 

The Reach! Partnership School  97.7% 0.9% 0.7% 0.3% 0.2% 

Stadium School 97.7% 0.8% 1.6% 0.0% 0.0% 

Vanguard Collegiate Middle School 86.1% 1.8% 11.0% 0.6% 0.4% 

 

Student Transportation Considerations 

 City Schools provides transportation assistance for secondary students who live more than 1.5 miles from 
their school. Transportation assistance for secondary students is in the form of Maryland Transit 
Administration (MTA) passes. 

 Students affected by the closure will be provided MTA passes to the various schools they attend, if those 
schools are 1.5 miles or more from their homes. 

 Other transportation alternatives are provided to students with disabilities when specified in 
Individualized Education Programs, and in other circumstances. 
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Distribution of Friendship Academy of Engineering and Technology Students 
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Facility Data 

Type: Middle/high school State-rated capacity: 1595 
Grades served: 6-12 Building utilization rate 

[Professional Development 
Center as a whole]: 47%* 

Address: 2500 E. Northern Parkway, 21214 Facility Condition Index**: 47.3% 
Planning area: Northeast Educational Adequacy Score**: 60.1 
Date constructed: 1971   
Site size: 7.0 acres   
Building area: 298,325 sq. ft. (total for building)   

 
* Percentage includes utilization of the space by Friendship Academy of Engineering and Technology and the co-located NACA Freedom and 
Democracy II. 
** These two measures are reported in the 2012 State of School Facilities report commissioned from Jacobs Project Management. The 
Facility Condition Index is an indicator of the building’s condition derived by comparing the cost of renovating the existing building and the 
cost of constructing a new building of the same size; generally, a figure higher than 75% suggests new construction should be considered. An 
Educational Adequacy Score below 80 indicates that a building does not meet the standard for supporting excellent teaching and learning. 

 

 

Financial Considerations 
 Friendship Academy of Engineering and Technology’s budget for the 2017-18 fiscal year is 

approximately $2.66 million in grants and general fund dollars. Dollars linked to schools through the fair 
student funding model will follow students to the schools they attend in the 2018-19school year. 

Community Feedback and Input, and District Response  

 Friendship Academy of Engineering and Technology community members asked about new school 
placements for students, expressing concerns that they had few choices. Staff shared that the district’s 
Enrollment, Choice, and Transfers Department would work with students and families to find 
appropriate new placements and that a variety of options would be available. 

 The school community asked about placement for students in CTE programs, including the Project Lead 
the Way pre-engineering program and the Interactive Media Production program. Enrollment, Choice, 
and Transfers Department staff will work with all students and their families to find placements in their 
respective CTE programs at another school. Additional factors such as school location will also be taken 
into account in order to give students the best fit possible.  

 

Summary of the Board’s Final Decision 

 Based on the factors set forth herein, consideration of the CEO’s recommendations, written and oral 
testimony of stakeholders, the portfolio review and school closure recommendation report, and various 
other documents, reports, and comments, Friendship Academy of Engineering and Technology will close 
effective summer 2018.  
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Knowledge and Success Academy #342 
(Walbrook building) 

 2000 Edgewood Street 
 Baltimore, MD 21216 

 

Summary 

 Knowledge and Success Academy (KASA) is a middle/high school serving grades 6 to 12. 

 The school shares the Walbrook building with Bluford Drew Jemison STEM Academy West and the 
offices of the Home and Hospital program. 

 The school’s academic performance has been below the district average for several years. Additionally, 
enrollment and attendance have declined over time and the climate has not supported strong teaching 
and learning.  

School Data  
Values on PARCC tests represent the percentage of students meeting or exceeding expectations (score of 4 or 
5) and mean scale scores. These results are based on all students who tested and received a valid scale score. 
 

* PARCC Algebra I district scores include 8th-grade test-takers as well as students in high school grades (9–12). 
Note: For high school grades, assessment requirements for graduation can differ, with students being required to pass either HSAs or 
PARCC depending on their date of entry to high school and dates of relevant course completion. 
 
 

Graduation Rate 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 

4-year cohort graduation rate 53.5% 60.0% 68.9% 50.8% Available 

Jan. 2018 

 

  

PARCC Results 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 

 School District School District School District 
ELA (6-8) 2.5 16.1 2.4 14.8 0 16.2 
ELA (6-8) mean 
scale score 

690.7 716.5 690.7 715.2 683.7 715.9 

Math (6-8) 0.0 7.8 0.6 8.2 0.7 8.6 
Math (6-8) mean 
scale score 

695.4 709.5 691.8 708.0 682.1 707.5 

ELA 10 10.5 28.2 2.5 17.6 0.0 17 
ELA 10 mean scale 
score 

704.9 725.7 682.7 707 671.5 704.7 

ELA 11 N/A N/A 2.8 20.4 0.0 24.3 
ELA 11 mean scale 
score 

N/A N/A 694.9 716.9 676.1 717.2 

Algebra I* 0.0 9.8 0.0 14.3 0.0 11.4 
Algebra I, mean 
scale score* 

698.8 714.1 694.5 714.7 697.9 712.7 

Algebra II 0.0 6.2 0.0 5.6 0.0 7.3 
Algebra II, mean 
scale score 

680.8 696.2 671.0 691.5 684.2 693.2 



26 

 

 

School Climate 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 

Student attendance rate (%) 85.2% 85.1% 71.7% 
School climate (as indicated by % positive 
student responses on annual school survey) 

56.3% 54.8% 68.7% 

*Attendance rates are calculated by dividing the total number of days of attendance by the total number of days enrolled during the entire 
school year using the official Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) end-of-year attendance file. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

*Total enrollment counts reflect the MSDE official enrollment file, which includes students enrolled on September 30 each year. This file is 

verified by MSDE prior to becoming the official enrollment count for the year.  

 

Recommendations 

 Close Knowledge and Success Academy (KASA) in summer 2018. 

 Relocate Bluford Drew Jemison STEM Academy West to the Harlem Park building in summer 2018. 
 

Opportunities  

 Improve students’ chances for success by enabling them to choose from other higher performing schools 
for the 2018-19 school year.  

 

Reasons for Closure 

 KASA is a low-performing school with climate issues.  

 The district has more high school seats than needed in the area.  

 
Board Action 
On December 19, 2017, the Board voted in favor of the CEO’s recommendation to close Knowledge and 
Success Academy as of summer 2018. The Board’s decision gave consideration to the impact of the closing 
on the following factors:  

 Student enrollment trends 

 Age or condition of school buildings 

 Transportation 

 Educational programs 

 Racial composition of student body 

Enrollment 

History 
2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 

Grade      

6 78 64 62 50 58 

7 72 72 67 50 42 

8 81 74 74 61 49 

9 81 70 87 107 71 

10 86 59 53 52 58 

11 53 62 52 45 47 

12 38 53 58 60 45 

Total 489 454 453 425 370 
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 Financial considerations 

 Student relocation 

 Impact on community in geographic attendance area for school proposed to be closed and school or 
schools to which students would relocate 

 
 

Educational Programs Affected  

 Of the 42.8 staff positions at KASA, 34 are for delivery of instruction. 

 There are 134 students with disabilities at the school; 43 students receive 80% or more of their education 
inside the general education classroom, 23 students receive 40–79% of their education inside the general 
education classroom, 67 students receive less than 40% of their education inside the general education 
classroom, and 1 student on home and hospital receives 15 hours per week of special instruction.* 

 The school houses a citywide special education program, Life Skills (for students with significant 
intellectual disability, with 44 students currently enrolled.**  

*Sources: 2017 Official Child Count as of October 1, 2017. 
** Citywide program data Infinite Campus extract as of September 29, 2017. 

 

 
Instruction 

 As at schools across the district, teachers are implementing curriculum aligned to the Maryland College 
and Career-Ready Standards, and have the opportunity to attend district-provided professional 
development sessions, including systemic professional development and mathematics and literacy 
representatives’ meetings. Leadership teams participate in monthly cycle of professional Learning 
activities.  

 Career and Technology Education programs are offered in Teacher Academy of Maryland and Career 
Research and Development.  

 

Extracurricular Activities/Student Supports 

 Students can participate in badminton, baseball, basketball, cross country, soccer, indoor and outdoor 
track and field, volleyball, and bowling. 

 

Student Relocation 
 

 Under the CEO’s recommendation to close KASA, students will have a range of school options with 
available seats to choose from, including transformation schools, charter schools, and middle or high 
schools that offer a range of academic and career preparation programs. Entrance criteria will be applied 
for students interested in transferring to schools with eligibility restrictions.   
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Receiving School Options  Min. 
Available 

Seats* 

Middle school grades  

Academy for College and Career Exploration (ACCE) 30 

Bluford Drew Jemison STEM Academy West (boys) 20 

Booker T. Washington Middle School 40 

National Academy Foundation  40 

High school grades  

Academy for College and Career Exploration (ACCE) 50 

Augusta Fells Savage Institute for Visual Arts 50 

Bluford Drew Jemison STEM Academy West (boys only) 25 

Frederick Douglass High School 50 

National Academy Foundation  50 

* Only schools with 10 or more available seats are listed. All seat counts are estimates. 

 

Racial Composition 

The racial and ethnic compositions of likely receiver schools are similar to that of KASA. One of the 

potential receiving schools, National Academy Foundation, has a somewhat higher Latino/a population.  

2016-17 School Year %  
African 

American 

% 
White 

%  
Latino/a 

% 
Asian/ 
Pacific 

Islander 

% 
American 

Indian 

Knowledge and Success Academy (KASA) 95.5% 2.8% 0.9% 0.2% 0.2% 

Academy of College and Career Exploration 93.5% 2.0% 4.3% 0.0% 0.2% 

Augusta Fells Savage Institute for Visual Arts 97.0% 1.9% 0.7% 0.2% 0.0% 

Bluford Drew Jemison STEM Academy West  97.7% 1.4% 0.9% 0.0% 0.0% 

Booker T. Washington Middle School  96.1% 1.9% 1.6% 0.0% 0.4% 

Frederick Douglass High School 98.5% 0.9% 0.2% 0.0% 0.3% 

National Academy Foundation 86.5% 1.8% 11.0% 0.6% 0.4% 

 

Student Transportation Considerations 

 City Schools provides transportation assistance for secondary students who live more than 1.5 miles from 
their school. Transportation assistance for secondary students is in the form of Maryland Transit 
Administration (MTA) passes. 

 Students affected by the closure will be provided MTA passes to the various schools they attend, if those 
schools are 1.5 miles or more from their homes. 

 Other transportation alternatives are provided to students with disabilities when specified in 
Individualized Education Programs, and in other circumstances. 
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Distribution of Knowledge and Success Academy (KASA) Students 
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Facility Data 

Type: Middle/high school State-rated capacity: 1660 
Grades served: 6-12 Building utilization rate 

[Walbrook building as a whole]: 
51% 

Address: 2000 Edgewood Street, 21216 Facility Condition Index**: 29.3% 
Planning area: West Educational Adequacy Score**: 56.9 
Date constructed: 1971   
Site size: 13.61 acres   
Building area: 346,700 sq. ft. (total for building)   

** These two measures are reported in the 2012 State of School Facilities report commissioned from Jacobs Project Management. The 
Facility Condition Index is an indicator of the building’s condition derived by comparing the cost of renovating the existing building and the 
cost of constructing a new building of the same size; generally, a figure higher than 75% suggests new construction should be considered. An 
Educational Adequacy Score below 80 indicates that a building does not meet the standard for supporting excellent teaching and learning. 

 

Financial Considerations 
 KASA’s budget for the 2017-18 fiscal year is approximately $2.9 million in grants and general fund 

dollars.  

 

Community Feedback and Input, and District Response  

 The KASA community wanted to know what would happen to the building if the school closes. Staff 
shared that the district is considering moving a larger program into the building.  

 KASA community members wanted to know whether students can find appropriate placements in other 
schools, including schools with entrance criteria. Staff shared that the district’s Enrollment, Choice, and 
Transfers Department will ensure that entrance criteria schools can receive students from closing 
schools. Additionally, if the student is in a CTE program, special consideration is given to keep them on 
the CTE pathway.  

 

Summary of the Board’s Final Decision 

 Based on the factors set forth herein, consideration of the CEO’s recommendations, written and oral 
testimony of stakeholders, the portfolio review and school closure recommendation report, and various 
other documents, reports, and comments, Knowledge and Success Academy will close effective summer 
2018.  
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Rognel Heights Elementary/Middle School #89 
 4300 Sidehill Road 
 Baltimore, MD 21229 

  

Summary 

 Rognel Heights Elementary/Middle School is a small school on the west side of the city serving students 
in pre-kindergarten through grade 8. 

 As part of the 21st Century School Buildings Plan, Rognel Heights Elementary/Middle School was 
recommended to close, with the school community merging with Lyndhurst Elementary/Middle School 
in a newly renovated Lyndhurst building for the 2018-19 school year. Lyndhurst Elementary/Middle 
School will serve students in an enlarged zone encompassing both the current Rognel Heights and 
Lyndhurst zones.  
 

School Data  
Values on PARCC tests represent the percentage of students meeting or exceeding expectations (score of 4 or 
5). Mean scale scores are displayed in aggregate for each available year. These results are based on all students 
who tested and received a valid scale score. 
 

PARCC Results 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 

 School District School District School District  
Reading (3-5) 7.5 15.2 1.5 12.7 1.5 14.2 
Reading (3-5), mean scale score 709.9 716.5 701.6 711.5 700.3 712.4 

Math (3–5) 9.2 12.8 9.1 15.1 9.2 15.6 

Math (3–5), mean scale score 703.5 715.7 709.7 715.2 707.1 715.9 

ELA (6-8) 5.2 16.1 2.2 14.8 2.4 16.2 
ELA (6-8), mean scale score 702.7 716.5 701.5 715.2 701.6 715.9 
Math (6-8) 2.0 7.8 1.1 8.2 0.0 8.6 
Math (6–8), mean scale score 705.4 709.5 695.2 708.8 702.2 707.5 

 
 

School Climate 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 

Student attendance rate (%) 91.0% 92.3% 91.4% 
School climate (as indicated by % positive 
student responses on annual school survey) 

68.9% 57.8% 61.5% 

*Attendance rates are calculated by dividing the total number of days of attendance by the total number of days enrolled during the entire 
school year using the official MSDE end-of-year attendance file. 
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Enrollment 

History 

2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 

Grade      

Pre-k 21 24 27 27 21 

K 26 37 29 33 30 

1 28 25 27 18 24 

2 24 29 22 22 18 

3 26 24 24 19 15 

4 25 29 23 25 20 

5 21 28 24 18 28 

6 46 30 27 41 22 

7 34 44 34 32 37 

8 37 32 46 31 35 

Total 299 302 282 266 250 

Total enrollment counts reflect the MSDE official enrollment file, which includes students enrolled on September 30 each year. This file is 

verified by MSDE prior to becoming the official enrollment count for the year.  

 

Recommendations 

 Close Rognel Heights Elementary/Middle School in summer 2018. 

 Surplus the building to the City of Baltimore in summer 2018. 
 

Opportunities  

 Closing Rognel Heights Elementary/Middle School will improve students’ opportunities for success by 
enabling them to attend a newly renovated 21st-century school with sufficient enrollment to support 
robust academic programming.  

 

Reasons for Closure 

 As part of the 21st Century School Buildings Plan, it was determined that both Lyndhurst and Rognel 
Heights elementary/middle schools were not needed to serve the students in this area of the city. 
Lyndhurst Elementary/Middle School was determined to have a facility more conducive to renovation 
and expansion to serve the students of both schools. 

 Additionally, City Schools allocates resources to schools based on student enrollment. Because of its 
small number of students, Rognel Heights Elementary/Middle School has limited resources to provide 
quality programming and does not have sufficient enrollment for long-term sustainability. 

 

Board Action 
On December 19, 2017, the Board voted in favor of the CEO’s recommendation to close Rognel Heights 
Elementary/Middle School as of summer 2018 and to surplus the building to the City of Baltimore at that 
time. The Board’s decision gave consideration to the impact of the closing and surplus on the following 
factors:  

 Student enrollment trends 

 Age or condition of school buildings 

 Transportation 

 Educational programs 

 Racial composition of student body 
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 Financial considerations 

 Student relocation 

 Impact on community in geographic attendance area for school proposed to be closed and school or 
schools to which students would relocate 

 

Educational Programs Affected  

 Of the 29.5 staff positions at Rognel Heights Elementary/Middle School, 20.5 are for delivery of 
instruction. 

 There are 40 students with disabilities at the school; 20 students receive 80% or more of their education 
inside the general education classroom, 3 students receive 40–79% of their education inside the general 
education classroom, 15 students receive less than 40% of their education inside the general education 
classroom, and 1 student receives 10 hours per week of special instruction through the home and hospital 
program. (The remaining 1 student is included in the school’s enrollment but receives her/his services 
outside the noted designations.)*  

 Eleven students with significant intellectual disabilities participate in the citywide Life Skills program.** 

 Rognel Heights Elementary/Middle School currently houses 1 pre-k classroom. 
*Sources: 2017 Official Child Count as of October 1, 2017. 
** Citywide program data Infinite Campus extract as of September 29, 2017. 

 

Instruction 

 As at schools across the district, teachers are implementing curriculum aligned to the Maryland College 
and Career-Ready Standards, and have the opportunity to attend district provided professional 
development sessions, including systemic professional development and mathematics and literacy 
representatives’ meetings. Leadership teams participate in monthly cycle of professional learning 
activities.  

 

Extracurricular Activities/Student Supports 

 Students can participate in cheerleading, basketball, and art. 

 

Student Relocation 

 Under the CEO’s recommendation to close Rognel Heights Elementary/Middle School, the Lyndhurst 
Elementary/Middle School zone will be expanded to include the former Rognel Heights zone. Rognel 
Heights students can also choose to apply to charter and other schools and, for middle school students, 
to other schools as applicable through the middle school choice process.  

 
 

Racial Composition 

 The racial and ethnic compositions of Rognel Heights Elementary/Middle School and Lyndhurst 
Elementary/Middle School are similar. 

 

2016-17 School Year %  
African 

American 

% 
White 

%  
Latino/a 

% 
Asian/ 
Pacific 

Islander 

% 
American 

Indian 

Rognel Heights Elementary/Middle School 98.9% 0.0% 0.8% 0.0% 0.0% 

Lyndhurst Elementary/Middle School 98.5% 0.9% 0.6% 0.0% 0.0% 
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Student Transportation Considerations 

 City Schools provides yellow bus service for elementary students who live more than 1 mile from their 
neighborhood school.   

 City Schools provides transportation assistance for secondary students who live more than 1.5 miles from 
their school. Transportation assistance for secondary students is in the form of Maryland Transit 
Administration (MTA) passes. 

 Middle-grade students affected by the closure will be provided MTA passes to the various schools they 
attend, if those schools are 1.5 miles or more from their homes. 

 Other transportation alternatives are provided to students with disabilities when specified in 
Individualized Education Programs, and in other circumstances. 

 

Distribution of Rognel Heights Elementary/Middle School Students 

 



35 

 

 

Facility Data 

Type: Traditional elementary/middle school State-rated capacity: 359 
Grades served: Pre-k to 8 Building utilization rate: 74% 
Address: 4300 Sidehill Road, 21229 Facility Condition Index*: 73.6% 
Planning area: Southwest Educational Adequacy Score*: 60.6 
Date constructed: 1970   
Site size: 2.85 acres   
Building area: 78,988 sq. ft.   

* These two measures are reported in the 2012 State of School Facilities report commissioned from Jacobs Project Management. The 
Facility Condition Index is an indicator of the building’s condition derived by comparing the cost of renovating the existing building and the 
cost of constructing a new building of the same size; generally, a figure higher than 75% suggests new construction should be considered. An 
Educational Adequacy Score below 80 indicates that a building does not meet the standard for supporting excellent teaching and learning. 

 

Financial Considerations 
 Rognel Heights Elementary/Middle School’s budget for the 2017-18 fiscal year is approximately $1.77 

million in grants and general fund dollars. Dollars linked to schools through the fair student funding 
model will follow students to the schools they attend in the 2018-19 school year. 

Community Feedback and Input, and District Response  

 The Rognel Heights community was concerned about traffic and student safety on the walk to the new 
Lyndhurst building. Staff shared that the district’s 21st Century School Buildings Department has begun 
work on to address these concerns with the City of Baltimore’s Planning Office and City Schools’ Office 
of Pupil Transportation, and will engage families to develop safe travel plans for students. 

 The Rognel Heights community expressed concerns about their children moving into the new space in 
fall 2018, while Lyndhurst students will move in earlier (in spring 2018). Staff shared that engagement and 
learning activities were being planned for parents and students, with participation as a merged 
community. Additionally, this timing will allow the transition work to continue so that the new school 
will open in the coming school year ready for all staff and students.  

 

Summary of the Board’s Final Decision 

 Based on the factors set forth herein, consideration of the CEO’s recommendations, written and oral 
testimony of stakeholders, the portfolio review and school closure recommendation report, and various 
other documents, reports, and comments, Rognel Heights Elementary/Middle School will close effective 
summer 2018 and the building will be surplused in summer 2018.  
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Recommendations to Surplus Buildings to the City of Baltimore 

 

Patapsco building 
844 Roundview Road 
Baltimore, MD 21225 

 
Recommendation 

 Surplus the Patapsco building to the City of Baltimore in summer 2018.  

 
Opportunities 

 Reduce excess district building capacity, thereby increasing the districtwide utilization rate and lowering 
maintenance costs.  

 
Reasons for Surplus 

 The Patapsco Elementary/Middle School program closed in 2013. The CEO recommended surplusing 
the Patapsco building because it will no longer be necessary for use as “swing space” (i.e., temporary 
location for other school programs whose buildings are undergoing renovation or new construction) or 
other educational purposes. 

 
Board Action 
On December 19, 2017, the Board voted in favor of the CEO’s recommendation to surplus the Patapsco 
building as of summer 2018.   
 

Student Enrollment Trends 

 Because the Patapsco building is no longer used for swing space, there are no student enrollment trends 
to be considered.  

 
Educational Programs Affected 

 Because the Patapsco building will no longer be used for swing space, there are no educational programs 
affected.  
 

Student Relocation 

 Because the Patapsco building is no longer used for swing space, there are no students to be relocated. As 
a result, there are no transportation implications, racial composition data, or available receiving school 
options to be considered. 
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Facility Data 

Type:  Traditional elementary/middle 
school 

State-rated capacity:   433 

Grades served:  Pre-k to 8 Building utilization rate:  N/A  
Address:   
 
Planning area:   

844 Roundview Road, 21225 
South 

Facility Condition Index*:  
Educational Adequacy Score*:                         

47.3% 
59.7 
 

Date 
constructed:   

1957   

Site size: 6.46 acres   
Building area: 73,620 sq. ft.   

    
* These two measures are reported in the 2012 State of School Facilities report commissioned from Jacobs Project Management. The 
Facility Condition Index is an indicator of the building’s condition derived by comparing the cost of renovating the existing building and the 
cost of constructing a new building of the same size; generally, a figure higher than 75% suggests new construction should be considered. An 
Educational Adequacy Score below 80 indicates that a building does not meet the standard for supporting excellent teaching and learning. 

 
Financial Considerations 

 While the Patapsco building currently sits vacant, City Schools is responsible for the minimal cost of 
utilities associated with the building. 

 Once the Patapsco building has been returned to the City of Baltimore for disposition, the city will 
bear all costs associated with operation of the building. 

 

Community Feedback and Input, and District Response  
 Community members shared concerns about what would happen to the Patapsco building once it is 

surplused, particularly that it not be left empty. Staff members shared that the building would be 
under the control of the City of Baltimore once City Schools has surplused it.  

 

Summary of the Board’s Final Decision 

 Based on the factors set forth herein, consideration of the CEO’s recommendations, written and oral 
testimony of stakeholders, the portfolio review and school closure recommendation report, and various 
other documents, reports, and comments, the Patapsco building will be surplused effective summer 2018.  

 
 
Westside building  

2235 N. Fulton Avenue 
Baltimore, MD 21217 

 
Recommendation 

 Surplus the Westside building to the City of Baltimore in summer 2018.  

 
Opportunities 

 Reduce excess district building capacity, thereby increasing the districtwide utilization rate and lowering 
maintenance costs.  
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Reasons for Surplus 

 The CEO recommended surplusing the Westside building because it will no longer be necessary for use 
as swing space or other educational purposes. The Westside Elementary School program closed in 2016. 

 
Board Action 
On December 19, 2017, the Board voted in favor of the CEO’s recommendation to surplus the Westside 
building as of summer 2018.  
 

Student Enrollment Trends 

 Because the Westside building is no longer used for swing space, there are no student enrollment trends 
to be considered.  

 

Educational Programs Affected 

 Because the Westside building will no longer be used for swing space, there are no educational programs 
affected.  

 

Student Relocation 

 Because the Westside building is no longer used for swing space, there are no students to be relocated. As 
a result, there are no transportation implications, racial composition data, or available receiving school 
options to be considered. 

 

Facility Data 

Type:  Traditional elementary 
school 

State-rated capacity:   541 

Grades served:  Pre-k to 5 Building utilization rate:  N/A  
Address:   
 
Planning area:   

2235 N. Fulton 
Avenue, 21217 
 
West 

Facility Condition Index*:  
Educational adequacy 
score*:                         

72.6% 
61 
 

Date constructed:   1973   
Site size:   2.81 acres   
Building area: 73,740 sq. ft.   

    
* These two measures are reported in the 2012 State of School Facilities report commissioned from Jacobs Project Management. The 
Facility Condition Index is an indicator of the building’s condition derived by comparing the cost of renovating the existing building and the 
cost of constructing a new building of the same size; generally, a figure higher than 75% suggests new construction should be considered. An 
Educational Adequacy Score below 80 indicates that a building does not meet the standard for supporting excellent teaching and learning. 

 
Financial Considerations 
 

 While the Westside building currently sits vacant, City Schools is responsible for the minimal cost of 
utilities associated with the building. 

 Once the Westside building has been returned to the City of Baltimore for disposition, the city will 
bear all costs associated with operation of the building. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Feedback and Input, and District Response  
No community members attended the scheduled meeting. 
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Summary of the Board’s Final Decision 

 Based on the factors set forth herein, consideration of the CEO’s recommendations, written and oral 
testimony of stakeholders, the portfolio review and school closure recommendation report, and various 
other documents, reports, and comments, the Westside building will be surplused effective summer 2018.  

 
Recommendations for Program Relocations 
 

Bluford Drew Jemison STEM Academy West #364 
(Walbrook building) 
2000 Edgewood Street 

 Baltimore, MD 21216 

 

Summary 

 Bluford Drew Jemison STEM Academy West (BDJ West) is a middle/high school serving boys in grades 
6 to 12. 

 The school shares the Walbrook building with Knowledge and Success Academy (KASA) and the offices 
of the Home and Hospital program. 

 BDJ West is currently the only all-boys school serving high school grades in City Schools’ portfolio. 

 The program is currently located in a facility that is too large for the program, even when other programs 
located in the facility are taken into consideration. 

School Data  
Values on PARCC tests represent the percentage of students meeting or exceeding expectations (score of 4 or 
5). Mean scale scores are displayed in aggregate for each available year. These results are based on all students 
who tested and received a valid scale score.  

* PARCC Algebra I district scores include 8th-grade test-takers as well as students in high school grades (9–12). 
Note: For high school grades, assessment requirements for graduation can differ, with students being required to pass either Maryland High 
School Assessments (HSAs) or PARCC depending on their date of entry to high school and dates of relevant course completion. 

PARCC Results 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 

 School District School District School District 
ELA 6-8 2.9 16.1 0.7 14.8 4.5 16.2 
ELA 6-8 mean 
scale score 

697.1 716.5 688.5 715.2 697.8 715.9 

Math 6-8 1.3 7.8 0 8.2 0.7 8.6 
Math 6-8 mean 
scale score 

696.5 709.5 688.2 708.0 691.5 707.5 

ELA 10 7.5 28.2 2.5 17.6 0 17 
ELA 10 mean 
scale score 

708.9 725.7 689.2 707 680.6 704.7 

ELA 11 N/A N/A 5.3 20.4 8.0 24.3 
ELA 11 mean 
scale score 

N/A N/A 708.4 716.9 709.8 717.2 

Algebra I* 0 9.8 0 14.3 0 11.4 
Algebra I, mean 
scale score* 

704.4 714.1 704.3 714.7 704.1 712.7 

Algebra II  6.2 0 5.6 3.4 7.3 
Algebra II, mean 
scale score 

 696.2 680.7 691.5 687.6 693.2 
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Graduation Rate 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 

4-year cohort graduation rate N/A 86.0% 86.1% 57.8% Available 

Jan. 2018 

 

School Climate 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 

Student attendance rate (%) 84.5% 84.9% 72.8% 
School climate (as indicated by % positive 
student responses on annual school survey) 

51.1% 73.6% 82.0% 

*Attendance rates are calculated by dividing the total number of days of attendance by the total number of days enrolled during the entire 
school year using the official Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) end-of-year attendance file. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

*Total enrollment counts reflect the MSDE official enrollment file, which includes students enrolled on September 30 each year. This file is 

verified by MSDE prior to becoming the official enrollment count for the year.  

 

 

Recommendations 

 Relocate BDJ West to the Harlem Park building beginning in the 2018-19 school year. 

 Co-locate the school with the Augusta Fells Savage Institute of Visual Arts program. 

 With the approval of the relocation of BDJ West, the CEO will relocate the Elementary/Middle 
Alternative Program from the Harlem Park building to the Elmer A. Henderson portable building. 

 

Opportunities  

 Provide students with a more appropriately sized school facility, increase utilization of the Harlem Park 
facility, and better position the school for access to Capital Improvement Project funds should a major 
repair be needed in the future. 

 

  

Enrollment 

History 
2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 

Grade      

6 108 77 63 88 60 

7 94 83 56 60 69 

8 88 89 80 45 49 

9 96 82 70 85 64 

10 50 54 55 62 49 

11 46 35 43 50 53 

12 45 39 30 38 38 

Total 527 459 397 428 382 
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Reasons for Relocation 

 BDJ West is too small to fully occupy the Walbrook building.  

 More efficient use of City Schools’ facilities helps the district maximize resources that go directly to 

students. 

 

Board Action 
On December 19, 2017, the Board voted in favor of the CEO’s recommendation to relocate Bluford Drew 
Jemison STEM Academy West as of summer 2018. The Board’s decision gave consideration to the impact of 
relocation on the following factors:  

 Student enrollment trends 

 Age or condition of school buildings 

 Transportation 

 Educational programs 

 Racial composition of student body 

 Financial considerations 

 Student relocation 

 Impact on community in geographic attendance area for school proposed to be closed and school or 
schools to which students would relocate 

 

 

Educational Programs Affected  

 Of the 41.8 staff positions at BDJ West, 23.5 are for delivery of instruction. 

 There are 111 students with disabilities at the school; 64 students receive 80% or more of their education 
inside the general education classroom, 22 students receive 40–79% of their education inside the general 
education classroom, and 24 students receive less than 40% of their education inside the general 
education classroom. (The remaining 1 student is included in the school’s enrollment but receives her/his 
services outside the noted designations.)* 

*Sources: 2017 Official Child Count as of October 1, 2017. 

 
Instruction 

 As at schools across the district, teachers are implementing curriculum aligned to the Maryland College 
and Career-Ready Standards, and have the opportunity to attend district-provided professional 
development sessions, including systemic professional development and mathematics and literacy 
representatives’ meetings. Leadership teams participate in monthly cycle of professional learning 
activities. 

 A Career and Technology Education program is offered in IT Networking Academy–CISCO. 
 

Extracurricular Activities/Student Supports 

 Students can participate in basketball, robotics, track and field, lacrosse, and wrestling.  

 

Student Relocation 
 

Racial Composition 

 The racial and ethnic compositions of BDJ West and Augusta Fells Savage Institute of Visual Arts are 
similar. 
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2016-17 School Year %  
African 

American 

% 
White 

% 
Latino/a 

% 
Asian/ 
Pacific 
Islander 

% 
American 

Indian 

Bluford Drew Jemison STEM Academy West 97.7% 1.4% 0.9% 0.0% 0.0% 

Augusta Fells Savage Institute of Visual Arts 97.0% 1.9% 0.7% 0.2% 0.0% 

 

Student Transportation Considerations 

 City Schools provides transportation assistance for secondary students who live more than 1.5 miles from 
their school. Transportation assistance for secondary students is in the form of Maryland Transit 
Administration (MTA) passes. 

 Students affected by the relocation will be provided MTA passes to the various schools they attend, if 
those schools are 1.5 miles or more from their homes. 

 Other transportation alternatives are provided to students with disabilities when specified in 
Individualized Education Programs, and in other circumstances. 
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Distribution of BDJ West Students 
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Facility Data 

Type:  Middle/high school State-rated capacity:   1660  
Grades served:  6-12 Building utilization rate 

[Walbrook building as a 
whole]:  

51%  

Address:   
Planning area:   

2000 Edgewood 
Street, 21216 
West A 

Facility Condition Index*:  
Educational Adequacy 
Score*:                         56.9 

29.3% 

Date constructed:   1971   
Site size: 13.61 acres   
Building area: 346,700 sq. ft. (total 

for bldg.) 
  

    
* These two measures are reported in the 2012 State of School Facilities report commissioned from Jacobs Project Management. The 
Facility Condition Index is an indicator of the building’s condition derived by comparing the cost of renovating the existing building and the 
cost of constructing a new building of the same size; generally, a figure higher than 75% suggests new construction should be considered. An 
Educational Adequacy Score below 80 indicates that a building does not meet the standard for supporting excellent teaching and learning. 

 
Financial Considerations 
 BDJ West’s budget for the 2017-18 fiscal year is approximately $3.47 million in grants and general fund 

dollars. Dollars linked to schools through the fair student funding model will follow students to the 
schools they attend in the 2018-19 school year. 

 

Community Feedback and Input, and District Response  

 The BDJ West community expressed concern about the safety of students attending school in the 
Harlem Park neighborhood.  City Schools is working with Baltimore City to develop plans for student 
transportation options and with leadership at both BDJ West and Augusta Fells Savage Institute as well 
as school police to ensure the safety of students as they travel to and from school. 

 Community members expressed concern that colocation with Augusta Fells Savage Institute would 
negatively affect the unique academic program and climate at BDJ West. Staff shared that minimizing 
potential negative effects of the relocation will be a primary focus of the community engagement and 
planning that staff will conduct in conjunction with the school steering committee in spring 2018. 

 

Summary of the Board’s Final Decision 

 Based on the factors set forth herein, consideration of the CEO’s recommendations, written and oral 
testimony of stakeholders, the portfolio review and school closure recommendation report, and various 
other documents, reports, and comments, Bluford Drew Jemison STEM Academy West will relocate 
effective summer 2018.  
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Stadium School #15 
1300 Gorsuch Avenue 
Baltimore, MD 21218 

 

Summary 

 Stadium School is a middle school in northeast Baltimore serving students in grades 6 to 8. 

 Stadium School is co-located with Abbottston Elementary School in the Abbottston building. Neither 
school can grow in the current space, as building utilization is approximately 104%. 

 With the closure of Coldstream Park Elementary/Middle School, Stadium School will move into the 
vacated Coldstream Park building beginning in the 2018-19 school year.  

 

School Data 
Values on PARCC tests represent the percentage of students meeting or exceeding expectations (score of 4 or 
5). Mean scale scores are displayed in aggregate for each available year. These results are based on all students 
who tested and received a valid scale score. 
 

PARCC Results 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 

 School District School District School District  
Math (6–8) 3.3 7.8 7.0 8.2 4.5 8.6 
Math (6–8), mean scale score 707 709.5 708.1 708.0 705.6 707.5 
Reading (6–8) 10.0 16.1 11.8 14.8 7.8 16.2 
Reading (6–8), mean scale score 709.4 716.5 716.1 715.2 710.4 715.9 

 

 

School Climate 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 

Student attendance rate (%) 90.9% 89.7% 90.5% 
School climate (as indicated by % positive 
student responses on annual school survey) 

66.8% 69.1% 80.9% 

Attendance rates are calculated by dividing the total number of days of attendance by the total number of days enrolled during the entire school 
year using the official MSDE end-of-year attendance file. 

 

Enrollment 

History 

2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 

Grade      

6 66 78 77 90 82 

7 82 74 87 84 88 

8 99 92 73 76 83 

Total 247 244 237 250 253 

Total enrollment counts reflect the MSDE official enrollment file, which includes students enrolled on September 30 each year. This file is 
verified by MSDE prior to becoming the official enrollment count for the year.  

 

Recommendations 

 Relocate the Stadium School program to the Coldstream Park building upon the Board’s decision to 
close Coldstream Park Elementary/Middle School. 
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Opportunities  

 Improve students’ chances for success by enabling them to attend school in a building that has more 
appropriate facilities for middle grades students. 

 Provide additional space for the school program to increase enrollment, thus creating the opportunity to 
expand robust programming. 
 
 

Reasons for Relocation 

 The relocation gives both Abbottston Elementary School and Stadium School an opportunity to grow to 
serve additional students.  

 The Coldstream Park building is more appropriate for a middle-grade program than the Abbottston 
building, which was designed for elementary-grade students.  
 

 

Board Action 
On December 19, 2017, the Board voted in favor of the CEO’s recommendation to relocate the Stadium 
School as of summer 2018. The Board’s decision gave consideration to the impact of the closing on the 
following factors:  

 Student enrollment trends 

 Age or condition of school buildings 

 Transportation 

 Educational programs 

 Racial composition of student body 

 Financial considerations 

 Student relocation 

 Impact on community in geographic attendance area for school proposed to be closed and school or 
schools to which students would relocate 
 

 

Educational Programs Affected  

 Of the 21.1 staff positions at Stadium School, 15.5 are for delivery of instruction. 

 There are 52 students with disabilities at the school; 30 students receive 80% or more of their education 
inside the general education classroom, 2 students receive 40–79% of their education inside the general 
education classroom, and 20 students receive less than 40% of their education inside the general 
education classroom.* 

 Stadium School began providing gifted and advanced learning programing in the 2017-18 school year; 
school staff received professional development prior to the start of the school year. 

*Sources: 2017 Offical Child Count as of October 1, 2017. 

 
Instruction 

 As at schools across the district, teachers are implementing curriculum aligned to the Maryland College 
and Career-Ready Standards, and have the opportunity to attend district-provided professional 
development sessions, including systemic professional development and mathematics and literacy 
representatives’ meetings. Leadership teams participate in monthly cycle of professional learning 
activities. 

 Career and Technology Education programs are offered in Gateway to Technology. 
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Extracurricular Activities/Student Supports 

 Students can participate in National Academic League, choir, art, student government, Thick Girls Rock 
exercise class, drum core, and basketball. 

 

 

Student Relocation 

 Under the CEO’s recommendation to relocate Stadium School, students will attend Stadium School in 
the Coldstream Park building. Coldstream Park middle grades students will have the opportunity to 
attend Stadium School. 

 

Racial Composition 

 The racial and ethnic compositions of Coldstream Park Elementary/Middle School and Stadium School 
are similar.  

 
 

2016-17 School Year %  
African 

American 

% 
White 

%  
Latino/a 

% 
Asian/ 
Pacific 
Islander 

% 
American 

Indian 

Coldstream Park Elementary/Middle School  95.2% 0.7% 3.7% 0.0% 0.0% 

Stadium School   97.6% 0.8% 1.6% 0.0% 0.0% 

 
 

 
Student Transportation Considerations 

 City Schools provides transportation assistance for secondary students who live more than 1.5 miles from 
their school. Transportation assistance for secondary students is in the form of Maryland Transit 
Administration (MTA) passes. 

 Students affected by the relocation will be provided MTA passes to the various schools they attend, if 
those schools are 1.5 miles or more from their homes. 

 Other transportation alternatives are provided to students with disabilities when specified in 
Individualized Education Programs, and in other circumstances. 
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Distribution of Stadium School Students 
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Facility Data 

Type: Middle school  State-rated capacity:  468 [Abbottston 
building as a whole] 

 

Grades served:  6 -8  Building utilization rate: 104%   
Address:  1300 Gorsuch Avenue, 21218 
Planning area:  North East 

 
 

Facility Condition Index*: 28.3% 
Educational Adequacy Score*: 61 

 

Date constructed:  1932    
Site size:  3.47 acres    
Building area:  65,762 sq. ft.    

    
* These two measures are reported in the 2012 State of School Facilities report commissioned from Jacobs Project Management. The 
Facility Condition Index is an indicator of the building’s condition derived by comparing the cost of renovating the existing building and the 
cost of constructing a new building of the same size; generally, a figure higher than 75% suggests new construction should be considered. An 
Educational Adequacy Score below 80 indicates that a building does not meet the standard for supporting excellent teaching and learning. 
 

 

Financial Considerations 
 Stadium School’s budget for the 2017-18 fiscal year is approximately $1.9 million in grants and general 

fund dollars. Dollars linked to schools through the fair student funding model will follow students to the 
schools they attend in the 2018-19 school year. 

 

Community Feedback and Input, and District Response  

 Stadium School community members asked about renovations and upgrades to the Coldstream Park 
building. Staff shared that the building has had a new boiler and chiller, electrical upgrades, grounds 
improvements, and fire alarm replacements since 2008. The building has many of the necessary spaces 
for a middle school, including a science lab and a larger gym. The building needs an additional science lab 
and replacement of pre-k/kindergarten fixtures with fixtures more appropriate for an older student 
population.  

 Community members asked about the student placement process. Staff shared that current students 
would remain enrolled at Stadium School in the new location, unless families and students chose to 
consider other options. Coldstream Park middle-grade students would also be automatically enrolled at 
Stadium School, unless they chose other options. All families can choose to participate in middle school 
choice to select alternatives. In addition, Stadium School remains a citywide option for all rising 6th-grade 
students considering middle school options for the coming school year. 

 

Summary of the Board’s Final Decision 

 Based on the factors set forth herein, consideration of the CEO’s recommendations, written and oral 
testimony of stakeholders, the portfolio review and school closure recommendation report, and various 
other documents, reports, and comments, the Stadium School will relocate effective summer 2018.  

 




