
 
May 11, 2020  
 
Dear James Mosher Elementary/Middle School Community, 
 
Thank you for your support of our school and students, particularly during this time.  
 
As I first shared in February and again last month, I asked the Board to make changes to the grade 
configuration of Calverton Elementary/Middle School for this upcoming year, which is a year earlier than 
we had originally planned.  
 
At its meeting on April 29, 2020, the Baltimore City Board of School Commissioners voted to approve 
the change in the timeline for the grade reconfiguration of Calverton. This means the school will begin 
serving students only in grades 3 - 8 starting next school year (in fall 2020). Students in grades 
kindergarten – 2 will be rezoned to James Mosher Elementary School, which will continue to serve 
students in grades kindergarten – 5 for the 2020-21 school year in its swing location in the Garrison 
Building for one year. In fall 2021 James Mosher will move into their renovated building. Calverton 
Elementary/Middle School is scheduled to return to its renovated building at the same time (fall 2021). 
 
Whether to implement these grade changes a year earlier than originally planned was already pending 
before the Baltimore City Board of School Commissioners (Board) before COVID-19 impacted our 
district. The onset of COVID-19 increased the importance of making the changes effective in fall 2020.  
 
Finally, while not related to this recommendation, it is important that you know we received a letter of 
intent from an organization seeking to convert both Calverton Elementary/Middle School and James 
Mosher Elementary School into conversion charter schools. If the application is approved, this would not 
change the enrollment process for the schools. Conversion charter schools continue to serve their zones 
and students living in the zone enroll in the same way as neighborhood schools. Due to COVID 19 
closures and because the process had not yet begun, the charter application process is currently 
postponed. Please check the district website for updates and ways to engage in the process. 
 
Thank you for supporting our schools and students. We look forward to working in partnership with 
students, families, and school communities to create a district of high-quality school programs that meets 
the needs of every student in Baltimore. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Sonja Brookins Santelises, Ed.D. 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
 


