
 

 

 

 

 

 

January 15, 2021 

 

Dear Guilford Elementary/Middle School Community, 

 

In November, I recommended to the Board of School Commissioners that Guilford Elementary/Middle 

School be closed at the end of the current school year in June 2021, and to return the school building 

(“surplus”) to the city of Baltimore in summer 2021. At its meeting Tuesday, January 12, the Board voted 

to approve this recommendation. 

 

This means that beginning in the 2021-22 school year, Guilford Elementary/Middle School students 

will join Walter P. Carter Elementary/Middle School students in the new 21st Century Walter P. 

Carter building to create one school community. The Walter P. Carter Elementary/Middle School 

zone will expand to include the Guilford Elementary/Middle School zone.  

 

In the coming months, we will continue to work on creating a shared identity for the newly combined 

schools and working with you to make the transition as smooth as possible. Please watch for more 

information about the schedule of events. You can also contact the 21st Century Schools Office at 443-

642-4600 or visit the website at https://baltimore21stcenturyschools.org to track future meetings. 

 

Existing students currently enrolled at Guilford Elementary/Middle School do not have to take any 

actions to enroll into Walter P. Carter Elementary/Middle School. Students will be automatically 

enrolled at the end of the year for the 2021-22 school year. 

 

For students and families interested in exploring other options for next year, representatives from the 

Office of Enrollment, Choice, and Transfers are available to provide consultation and support.  To 

schedule a virtual appointment, please email Enrollment@bcps.k12.md.us.  You may also call the district 

office at 410-396-8600 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday to Friday, to speak with an enrollment staff 

associate.   

 

The Board of School Commissioners will issue a written report that documents its decision to close 

Guilford Elementary/Middle School and surplus the building. Members of the public can appeal the 

Board’s decision in writing to the Maryland State Board of Education within 30 days of that report being 

issued. We will inform you when the report is issued, at which time more information regarding the 

appeals process will also be shared.  

 

Thank you for supporting our schools and students. We look forward to working in partnership with 

students, families, and your school community.  

 

Sincerely,  

 
Dr. Sonja Brookins Santelises  

Chief Executive Officer, Baltimore City Public Schools  

Secretary, Baltimore City Board of School Commissioners 
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