
MODULE 1
THIRD GRADE

What’s Happening in English Language Arts Class?
Your child’s class will use Wit & Wisdom as our English Language Arts curriculum.  
By reading and responding to excellent fiction and nonfiction, your student will 
learn about key history, science, and literature topics.

Find all the links online at http://bit.ly/witwisdom3rd

The Sea
In this first module, The Sea, we will study why people explore the sea. Poets and writers explore 
the sea through words and images. Scientists use technology to discover new living things. We 
will explore nonfiction, fiction, poetry, art, and film as we ask: Why do people explore the sea? 

The Sea
OUR CLASS WILL  
READ THESE BOOKS:

Nonfiction Picture Books 

• The Fantastic Undersea Life of Jacques 
Cousteau by Dan Yaccarino 

• Giant Squid: Searching for a Sea Monster by 
Mary M. Cerullo and Clyde F. E. Roper 

• Shark Attack! by Cathy East Dubowski  

Fiction Picture Books 

• Amos & Boris, William Steig 

OUR CLASS WILL  

WATCH THESE  
FILMS:

• “Cousteau’s Silent World: Shipwreck 
Excerpt” 

• “Quest for the Giant Squid” 

• “Sperm Whale Encounter” 

• “Why the Ocean Matters” 
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OUR CLASS WILL

LOOK AT THESE 
WORKS OF ART:

• The Great Wave off Kanagawa by Katsushika
Hokusai 

• The Boating Party by Mary Cassatt

• The Gulf Stream by Winslow Homer

OUR CLASS WILL 

READ THIS STORY:

• “The Lion and the Mouse,” from the Full Text
of Aesop’s Fables

OUR CLASS WILL 

READ THIS POEM:

• “The Sea Wind” by Sara Teasdale

OUR CLASS WILL 

ASK THESE 
QUESTIONS:

• How do artists explore the sea?

• Why and how do scientists explore the sea?

• Why and how do scientists explore sea
creatures?

• Why do people explore the sea?

VOCABULARY

For their tests, your child should know the 
meaning of each word and how to use it in 
a sentence:

• Explore

• Immense

• Luminous

• Desperately

• Vast

• Colossal

• Revise

• Loomed

• Nonfiction

• Summary

• Nutrients

• Flexible

• Overwhelmed

• Speck

• Observe

• Habitat

• Illuminate

• Biography

• Tinker

• Fantastic

• Fascinating

• Bulky

• Predator

• Prey

• Species

• Biodiversity

• Ecosystem

• Captivity

• Bioluminescent

• Thrust

http://witeng.link/03.01.L01a_Handout
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THIRD GRADE 
MODULE 1: THE SEA

YOUR CHILD WILL WORK ON THIS LEARNING GOAL:

At the end of this unit, your child will work on this goal: 
Write a multi-paragraph essay on why artists or scientists explore the sea. 

The essay will include:

• At least two paragraphs

• Topic statement (explains what is being written about in each paragraph)

• Evidence (facts and details from more than one place to support their answer)

• Organizing ideas into paragraphs

PHONICS: 

AT HOME ACTIVITIES

Your child is learning phonics skills, so they will become a strong reader.  
Check out mClass Home Connect for more great activities linked to your 
child’s learning!

LET’S TALK: Talk with your child about how their day went. Help them
connect what they learned in school with their life.

Ask your child:

• What is the most interesting thing you
have learned about the sea?

• Is the sea mysterious? Why?

• Is the sea beautiful? Why?

• How have humans explored the sea?

Remember, you can try these activities 
any time. Do as much or as little as your 
time allows. You can do Let’s Talk while 

running errands or cooking dinner.

Find all the links online at http://bit.ly/witwisdom3rd
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PRACTICING AT HOME 
WRITING, TALKING AND READING

Snapshot: In this first module, The 
Sea, your child will learn why people 
explore the sea.

https://s3.greatminds.org/link_files/files/000/000/630/original/03.01.L31A.AS_EOM.pdf?1546552869
https://www.mclass.amplify.com/homeconnect/
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WRITING: 

Your child is learning how to write and express 
themselves and what they have learned. You can 
try this writing activity at home:

Creating an Imaginary Sea Creature
Your child is learning how scientists explore the 
sea. It is important that they notice, wonder, and 
think creatively.

• Step 1: Have your child think about an 
imaginary sea creature (Tip: the imaginary 
sea creature can be a blend of the many sea 
creatures they have learned about).

• Step 2: Have your child describe the sea 
creature and draw what it looks like. 

• Step 3: Have your child write a paragraph 
(4-5 sentences) describing their imaginary 
sea creature.

Want to read some books about  
this unit at home? 

Here are some suggestions:

RESOURCES

• Extreme Oceans by Seymour Simon

• National Geographic Little Kids First Big Book 
of the Ocean by Catherine Hughes

• Down, Down, Down: A Journey to the 
Bottom of the Sea by Steve Jenkins

• A Life in the Ocean: The Story of 
Oceanographer Sylvia Earle by Claire A. Nivola

• Shark Lady: True Adventures of Eugenie Clark 
by Ann McGovern

• Manfish: A Story of Jacques Cousteau by 
Jennifer Berne

• Tentacles! Tales of the Giant Squid by Shirley 
Raye Raymond

• Surprising Sharks: Read and Wonder by Nicola 
Davies

• Sharks by Seymour Simon

• National Geographic Readers: Weird Sea 
Creatures by Laura Marsh

• Giant Squid by Candace Fleming

• Narwhal: Unicorn of the Sea by Janet 
Halfmann

TIP: You can find these books for free  
at your local Enoch Pratt Free Library

REMINDERS

• Ask your child’s teacher for copies of 
their end of unit tasks

• Ask your child’s teacher for the mClass 
Home Connect Letter

• Ask your child’s teacher what reading 
skills they need more support with 

• Watch for your child’s report card

• Schedule your parent teacher 
conference

• Check the City Schools calendar each 
week for important dates/reminders

Free Places to Explore and Learn Art

• Walters Art Museum: Visit here to explore

• Baltimore Museum of Art: Visit here to explore. 
(If you want to go to the BMA, you will need to 
reserve a time.)

• Meet sea creatures for free, visit the website of 
the National Aquarium https://aqua.org/

https://www.prattlibrary.org/
https://art.thewalters.org/
https://artbma.org/
 https://aqua.org/



