MODULE 3
KINDERGARTEN

What’s Happening in English Language Arts Class?
Your child’s class will use Wit & Wisdom as our English Language Arts curriculum.
Your student will read and respond to excellent fiction and nonfiction writing.
They will learn about key history, science, and literature topics.

America, Then & Now
Your child will read about the past and the present to
find out how life in America has changed over time.

OUR CLASS WILL

OUR CLASS WILL

READ THESE BOOKS:

EXAMINE THIS
PAINTING:

Nonfiction Picture Books
• When I Was Young in the Mountains by
Cynthia Rylant
• Home Then and Now by Robin Nelson
• School Then and Now by Robin Nelson
• Transportation Then and Now
by Robin Nelson
• Communication Then and Now
by Robin Nelson
• Now & Ben: The Modern Inventions of
Benjamin Franklin by Gene Baretta
Fiction Picture Books
• The Little House by Virginia Lee Burton

• Washington Crossing the Delaware
by Emanuel Leutze

OUR CLASS WILL

WATCH THIS VIDEO:
• “Sounds of a Glass Armonica” from the Toronto
Star

Poem
• “Now We Are Six” by A.A. Milne

Find all the links online at http://bit.ly/witwisdomkinder
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OUR CLASS WILL

OUR CLASS WILL

LISTEN TO THESE
SONGS:

VIEW THIS WEBSITE:

• “Engine on the Track” from Gayle’s
Preschool Rainbow
• “You’re a Grand Old Flag” by George M.
Cohan
• “This Land Is Your Land” by Woody Guthrie

• “Betsy Ross and the American Flag: Flag
Picture Gallery” by the Independence Hall
Association

OUR CLASS WILL

LOOK OVER THESE
PHOTOGRAPHS
• “Old Hand Water Pump” by Judson
McCranie
• Photographs from the article “Then & Now:
The Stunning Speed of Urban Development”
by S.A. Rogers

VOCABULARY
For their tests, your child should know the
meaning of each word and how to use it in a
sentence:
•
•
•
•

easier
writer
musician
traveler

• modern
• voyages
• documents

OUR CLASS WILL

ASK THESE
QUESTIONS:
• How was Cynthia Rylant’s life different from
your life?
• How has life at home and at school
changed in America?
• What changes does the Little House see in
her neighborhood?
• How have communication and
transportation changed in America?
• How did Benjamin Franklin’s inventions
make life in America easier?

PRACTICING AT HOME
WRITING, TALKING AND READING
MODULE 3

Snapshot: In this third module,
America, Then and Now, your
child will learn how American
life has changed over time.

KINDERGARTEN

YOUR CHILD WILL WORK ON THIS LEARNING GOAL:
Write a narrative with a topic statement, detail sentences with pictures, and a conclusion.
The narrative will include:
• Characters (who is the story about)
• Setting (when and where the story takes place)

• Problem (the main character’s challenge)
• Event (what happens)
• Resolution (end of the problem)

AT HOME ACTIVITIES
PHONICS:

Your child is learning phonics skills, so they will become a strong reader.
This activity will help them practice the phonics skills from their class.

Pictures and Sounds
• Step 1: Find a picture book, magazine, or
even junk mail at home.
• Step 2: Point to a picture in the book,
magazine, or junk mail and ask, “What is
this?” (for example, a picture of pizza).
• Step 3: Repeat the word that your child told
you or tell them and stress the first sound
the word makes, such as p in pizza.

LET’S TALK:

• Step 4: Ask your child, “What sound is at the
beginning of the word?”
• Step 5: If your child says the sound, ask
them “And what is that letter?”
Check out mClass Home Connect
for more great activities linked
to your child’s learning!

Here is a way to talk with your child about what they are learning.

Ask your child:
• Do you remember what things were like
when you were a baby?
• What’s different now that you are not a
baby?

• Parents, you can also talk to your child
about what things were like when you were
a baby many years ago.

Find all the links online at http://bit.ly/witwisdomkinder
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WRITING:

Your child is learning to write. They will write to express themselves and
show what they have learned. Please try this writing activity at home.

Long Ago When I Was a Baby…
• Step 1: Have your child draw a picture of
themselves when they were a baby.
• Step 2: Have your child fill in the blanks
below about when they were a baby. They
should use their own words. Be sure to
point out capitalization and punctuation.
You can also make up other sentences
together. Your child will like seeing their
words written down.

• When I was a baby, I liked to eat
• Did I like to play with
was a baby ?
• I used to
Now I

.
when I

when I was a baby.
.

REMINDERS
• Ask your child’s teacher
• For copies of their end of module tasks.
• For their Amplify mClass Home Connect
Letter.
• What reading skills your child is working on.

• Watch for your child’s report card and
schedule your parent/teacher conference.
• Check the City Schools calendar often for
important dates/reminders.

RESOURCES
Want to read some books with your child at home?
These books will help them learn more about America, past and present.
• The White House
by Lisa M. Herrington

• The American Flag
by Lisa M. Herrington

• The Secret Subway
by Shana Corey

• Mr. Ferris and His Wheel
by Kathryn Gibbs Davis

• Maybelle: The Cable Car
by Virginia Lee Burton

• This Is New York
by Miroslav Sasek

• This Is Washington, D.C.
by Miroslav Sasek

by Virginia Lee Burton

• Brick by Brick

• Benjamin Franklin

by Charles M. Smith

by Wil Mara

• I Have a Dream
by Martin Luther King, Jr. and
Kadir Nelson

• Here Come the Girl
Scouts!: The Amazing
All-True Story of Juliette
“Daisy” Gordon Low and
Her Great Adventure by
Shana Corey

TIP:
Find these books for free at
your local Enoch Pratt Free Library!

• Katy and the Big Snow

• Electric Ben: Amazing Life
and Times of Benjamin
Franklin by Robert Byrd
• If You Lived in Colonial
Times by Ann McGovern
• The House That George
Built by Suzanne Slade and
Rebecca Bond

Free Places to Explore and Learn
Art on American History.
• Walters Art Museum:
Visit here for more information
• Baltimore Museum of Art:
Visit here for more information

