
 

 

           October 28, 2011 
 

Dear City Schools Students and Parents: 

 

In June 2011, the School Board approved its new grading policy. The purpose of the grading 

policy was to establish fair and consistent standards for evaluating and reporting student 

achievement that are relevant for instructional purposes and understandable for students and 

parents.  A grading policy was needed to balance autonomy with common standards so that 

grading practices are consistent across the district. Additionally, the grading policy aligns City 

Schools with national grading systems (letter grades on a 4.0 scale) that are recognized and used 

by colleges and universities.  

 

A change to the secondary GPA calculation was also approved by the Board. Previous to the 

Board’s approval, grades for secondary students were numerical, which required conversion of 

GPA’s for students applying to most colleges and universities.  The new system is a letter (+/-) 

based scale and incorporates a scale that rewards high achievement (A+) in all courses, and 

provides increased weight for students who complete Honors, Advanced Placement (AP) and 

International Baccalaureate (IB) courses.  The weighted GPA allows students in rigorous courses 

to improve their overall GPA and potentially makes them more competitive for entrance into 

selective colleges and universities. 

 

Grading Scale for SY 2011-2012 

A+ =  
97-100  

B+ =  
87-89  

C+ = 
77-79  

D+ = 
67-69  

F = 
< 60  

A =  
94-96  

B = 
84-86  

C =  
74-76  

D = 
64-66  

 

A- = 
90-93  

B- = 
80-83  

C- = 
70-73  

D- = 
60-63  

 

 

Attached, please find the New Grading Policy FAQ sheet.  Please contact your child’s school if 

you have any further questions. 


